CHAPTER V.
Industries and Agriculture.

84.  It will be clear from tlie general trend of tMs report tliat the-

present position and future prospects of Indian?
industries depend to a very large extent on the-
products of Indian agriculture.   We take this
opportunity of stating in the most emphatic manner our opinion of the
paramount importance of agriculture to this country, and of the necessity
of doing everything possible to improve its methods and increase its.-
output.    We consider the improvement of agriculture necessary, not
only because ifc forms the basis on which almost all Indian industries-
must depend, but also for the further reason that the extension among,
the people of a knowledge of improved agricultural methods, and, in
particular, of the use of power or hand-driven machinery, will benefit
agriculturists both by adding to their   income and by its educative.:
effect.

Such improvements wil!3 we anticipate, be mainly effected by orga-
nisations which are in pro:ess of development under the charge of the
imperial and provincial Departments of Agriculture, and though the
results attained are not yet of much economic importance, they are
steadily growing, and will eventually demand large manufacturing
establishments to produce the machinery, plant and tools which the
ryot will find advantageous as labour-saving devices.

Agricultural progress will inevitably be followed by a general rise^
in the standard of living, which will create a much larger demand for
manufactures than now exists, and thus provide within the country a
market for the products of the increased industrial activity which out
proposals are designed to ensure.

It is obvious, therefore, that the efforts of Government for the im-
provement of agriculture should be made pan passu with those which.
it may adopt for the improvement of industries, as the re:u!t of the-
recommendations in this report.

85.  We have drawn attention in Chapter III to the large proportion*

of Indian products which are exported in an
unmanufactured condition. The improvement
of agriculture will no doubt increase the volume-
of such products raised in India ; but it is far from likely that the result
of this will be a proportionately greater export of raw produce. The
increase of capital, the rise in wages, and the economic education of
agriculturists, which will result from agricultural improvement, are alfe
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